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The virtues of neighbourly love do not always seem to
harmonise with those of public spirit. While the former
are the virtues of weaker and more feminine natures, we are
apt to think of the stronger and more masculine characters
as the guardians of public spirit. The statesman, whose
public activity is inspired by the purest patriotism, may
ruthlessly sacrifice individual to universal ends, and is seldom
disposed to play the Good Samaritan. The solution of this
apparent antithesis is to be found in the fact that in the
subjective norm the motive is given especial prominence,
while in the objective norm it is the end that is the important
thing. If the end has, through the conscious recognition
of moral ends, gained the force of a motive, then the original
motive may be the more readily subordinated for the time
being. It is not wholly destroyed, but suppressed in order to
be more fully exercised. Public spirit must sometimes dis-
regard the immediate promptings of love for one's fellow-men,
precisely because it is mindful of love's duties. But in thus
directing itself towards ends that transcend the immediate
social motives, the virtue of public spirit tends towards the
fulfilment of those supreme laws which have as their ultimate
object the psychical community of mankind, free from the
limitations of time and space.

4.   HUMANITARIAN NORMS.

The germ of the broadly human virtues is to be found
in the virtues of individual and social life; for the individual
and society are factors of different orders, which co-operate
in the moral development of humanity. This is especially
true of the higher manifestations of fidelity to duty and of
public spirit, which always transcend the immediate sphere
of duty to which they belong, and become humanitarian
virtues. They can neither be explained nor justified, save as